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Drug Education Policy
‘Love Challenge Inspire’
Statement of Intent

At St Peter’s we seek to realise the potential of each individual in a supportive and caring environment.  We aim to provide a broad and balanced curriculum, Christian commitment and sensitivity, and in partnership with the family and community, encourage all positive aspects of education and social development.  Together we strive for high academic standards and to provide a wide variety of experiences to promote interests, life skills, confidence, and responsibility now and for later years.

 

PRINCIPLES, VALUES, AIMS and OBJECTIVES

Our Motto is “Love, Challenge, Inspire” and our Mission Statement declares that we believe that in sharing God’s love, challenging one another to succeed and inspiring a love of learning, we will all unlock our potential.

At St Peter’s C.E Primary School we aim to provide our pupils with the knowledge, understanding and skills that enable them to make informed choices that lead to a healthy lifestyle and develop to their full potential. Our drugs education programme teaches the pupils about the dangers posed by drug use and aims to equip them with the skills that enable them to make informed decisions in relation to drugs in society. 

Pupils’ personal, social and emotional development are supported, alongside their educational development in a highly positive school ethos. Each individual is valued and there is a safe, secure school environment which is conducive to learning, personal growth and development. We aim to provide a broad and balanced curriculum, Christian commitment and sensitivity, working in conjunction with the family and the wider community.

Concern for the good health of all members of the school community is vital at St. Peter's and therefore, in conjunction with the national drugs strategy, DCfS guidance and Ofsted recommendations (Drugs: guidance for schools, DfES/0092/2004), this policy aims to promote and safeguard the health and safety of the whole school community. 

There is a significant increase in the availability of drugs in the community for both children and adults. Their prevalence is greater than ever before and the range of substances available for misuse is a concern for all. Therefore, this policy will aim to provide a clear, consistent and balanced approach to drug education and incident management.

Aspects of drug, alcohol and tobacco education (from here on in drug, alcohol and tobacco education will be referred to under the umbrella term of ' drugs or drug education') are included in the statutory requirements for teaching science, where children can begin to increase their knowledge and understanding of drugs. Through PSHCE, the national requirements of the science curriculum and discreet drug education, pupils will be provided with a context for increasing their knowledge and understanding of drugs, exploring attitudes - their own and others, and developing skills for making informed, healthy choices. 

The range of this policy includes staff, parents, governors and all visitors to the school including the pupils. It is in operation within the school day and also applies to extra-curricular events including school trips.  

THE PURPOSE OF THE POLICY: (See section 6.2 DfES doc)

The purpose of the school drug policy is to:

· Clarify the legal requirements and responsibilities of the school

· Reinforce and safeguard the health & safety of pupils and others who use the school

· Clarify the school’s approach to drugs for staff, pupils, governors, parents/carers and the wider community

· Give guidance on developing, implementing and monitoring the drug education programme

· Enable staff to manage drugs on school premises, and any incidents that occur, with confidence and consistency, and in the best interests of those involved

· Ensure that the response to incidents involving drugs complements the overall approach to drug education and values and ethos of the school

· Provide a basis for evaluating the effectiveness of the school drug education programme and management of incidents involving illegal and other authorised drugs

· Reinforce the role of the school in contributing to local and national strategies


OBJECTIVES

The objectives of our drug education programme are: 

· To provide our pupils with knowledge and information about legal and illegal substances (drugs) and the harmful effects they can have on peoples’ lives. 

· To enable our pupils to discuss moral questions related to drug taking and so provide a safe environment for young people to share their thoughts and ideas. 

· To help our pupils to respect their own bodies and in so doing reduce the likelihood that they will become involved in drug misuse. 

· To encourage the pupils to become more self-confident so that they are able to make sensible and informed choices about their lives. 

To ensure that pupils are taught about drugs in a consistent manner following guidelines that have been agreed by the DfE, parents, governors and staff.
 DEFINITION OF SUBSTANCES


Substances covered by this policy include:

· Volatile substances, eg. Glues, gases, aerosol propellants

· Illegally produced substances identified in the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 eg: cannabis, ecstasy, amphetamines, cocaine and crack cocaine.

· Legal substances including poppers (amyl nitrate), caffeine, alcohol and tobacco

· Over the counter prescriptions, including anabolic steroids.

This list is not exhaustive, but refers to the range of substances to be covered. This list will be updated to include or remove any substances which have their status legally changed.

This policy also aims to educate pupils of the misuse of any drug. Where recommended dosages of drugs such as paracetamol are abused, this can be potentially dangerous, and children will become aware of this.

STRATEGIES FOR IMPLEMENTATION

Aspects of Teaching and Learning

Drugs Education is organised and monitored by the PSHE co-ordinator.

Through the implementation of a successful drug education programme, the pupils of this school will encounter a variety of learning experiences, meeting the needs of visual, kinaesthetic and auditory learners. Such experiences will aim to encourage the development of personal skills and the exploration of values and attitudes. Active teaching and learning methods will be predominantly pupil centred.

It will be delivered through discreet teaching time and through the statutory programme of study for science in KS1 and 2. 

The scheme contains factual information that will be accurately and sensitively transmitted. A range of reference works, video and other visual material is used to provide variety and balance.

The curriculum will be delivered through:-

· Cross curricular themes / topics 

· Planned aspects of science

· PSHE lessons / activities

· Circle times

· Specific Drugs lessons  

· Class sessions

· Small group work

· Responding to individual children sensitively and as appropriate to their age and developmental stage

· Story time

· Assemblies

· Outside visitors eg nurses

VISITORS AND OUTSIDE AGENCIES

Visitors and agency professionals can be of value and may be used to support the delivery of this teacher led programme. At St Peter’s, teachers will be confident in the delivery of a drug education programme through professional training, and outside ‘experts’ will not be used to deliver entire sessions. This will avoid conveying the message that drugs are ‘special’ and beyond the remit of teachers, which may increase the desire for pupils to experiment.

Visitors should be aware of the school drugs policy and issues of confidentiality (see below).

 

INTERGRATING DRUGS EDUCATION INTO THE SCHEME OF WORK
PLANNING AND RESOURCING
The Curriculum Map (long term plan) outlines when Drugs Education will be taught within the PSHCE scheme of work. We have created our scheme of work based on the PSHE Association’s Programme Builders. This has been adapted so that it is in line with our school policy. We use resources from 1decision to support teaching and learning.
All resources can be located in the library office, bookcase outside the SLT office or resource room.
  
ASSESSMENT, RECORDING AND REPORTING
In order to meet the needs of pupils and contribute effectively to their personal development it is essential to incorporate assessment and evaluation into Drug Education programmes. At the beginning of a piece of work a ’baseline’ assessment(AFL) should identify what children already know and what they need to learn. Formative assessments (AFL) may be made through informal observations and by assessing children’s work against specific learning objectives and will indicate the next steps. Summative assessment, at the end of a piece of work indicates what has been learnt in terms of attainment and achievement.

Teachers evaluate the effectiveness of the teaching and learning process and this informs future planning and practice.

Children will complete self-assessments at the beginning and end of their learning.  Curriculum coverage is monitored by the PSHCE leader. 


MECHANISM FOR MONITORING AND REVIEWING

This policy will be reviewed regularly by the PSHCE co-ordinator with consultation from teaching staff and governors. Resources used will be evaluated for their usefulness and effectiveness by staff delivering the programme, and feedback will be taken from the children also.


CONFIDENTIALITY, THE CLASSROOM AND PASTORAL ISSUES
Confidentiality within the classroom is identified with the school's confidentiality policy.

However, it must be clearly stated that although pupils’ contributions will be treated sensitively and with discretion it is not possible to guarantee the confidentiality of any matter disclosed through the delivery of the drugs education programme.

Staff cannot agree to absolute confidentiality as they obliged to share information relating to abuse in line with child protection procedure.

Although there is no legal requirement to disclose the knowledge of pupil drug use/misuse, St. Peter's believes it is in the interest of the child to contact the family, and where appropriate other outside agencies.

Visitors and outside agents must adhere to the school policy on confidentiality at all times.

Pupils will be made aware of the boundaries of confidence prior to commencing the drug education programme and will know that no teacher or professional adult are able to 'keep a secret'.

SUBSTANCE RELATED INCIDENTS

The management of drug-related incidents will be co-ordinated through a senior member of staff, usually the Headteacher, Miss Brown. In the event of her absence then that responsibility will be handed over to The Deputy Head.

All incidents will be recorded accurately on CPoms, including the school's response and the monitoring of pupil progress following any incident.

Records are stored in a safe place.


ST PETER’S SCHOOL VIEW OF THE USE OF DRUGS

School personnel are not immune from substance related problems. The LEA Schools

Teaching Personnel Handbook contains guidance. This document is accessed through the School administration team or County Hall. 
The school management will provide, where necessary, relevant information and access to support all members of the school community.
This school does not permit the possession, use or supply of any illegal or legal drug (unless authorized legal drug), which takes place within the school boundaries. This covers; on or near the school premises, within the school day and during term time, on school visits (supervised or not), school journeys and at school social events.

These rules apply equally to staff, pupils, parents, governors and those working and visiting the school.

Management of authorised drugs
We believe that there are circumstances, when some legal drugs are authorised for use in school. These are prescribed medicines, hazardous chemicals (and solvents) and alcohol.

(i) Prescribed Medicines

Staff are only able to administer medicines to pupils if permission has been given by the Head teacher and the correct paper work has been completed by a parent / carer. Details about administration of medicines can be found in the Administration of Medicines Policy. The decision to allow pupils to self-administer medicines rests with the Head teacher.

Those pupils in Years 3 to 6 that need inhalers, are responsible for their administration and keep them in a safe place within their classroom, for easy access, and parents complete a permission form. Asthma inhalers for pupils in other years are kept with the teacher for safe and easy access.

Staff are aware of any serious medical conditions which affect pupils in their class.

(ii) Non-prescribed medicines

Staff do not give any non-prescribed medicines to pupils and they are not allowed to be brought to school.

(iii) Hazardous chemicals and volatile substances (solvents)

Arrangements for the secure and safe storage of chemicals eg for cleaning are set out in the Health and Safety Policy 

(iv) Alcohol

There are occasions when alcohol is authorised at school during parent’s events and staff social events. Staff accompanying pupils on field trips or school journeys are not permitted to drink when responsible for pupils.

DRUG MISUSING PARENTS

Children of parents who misuse drugs are identified by the school as an 'at risk group'. However, it must be stated that a parent who misuses drugs is not guilty of child abuse.

SMOKING POLICY

This is a no smoking school, including the use of e-cigarettes, and smoking is not allowed anywhere on the premises.

Staff who want to give up smoking have access to a local smoking cessation group. Please refer to the schools’ Smoke Free Policy.

INCLUSION 
The school is aware that due consideration should be given to the educational entitlement of all the pupils in its care and that they are taught appropriately. 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

We recognise that young people live in a diverse range of cultures, religions and family types.  We are committed to working towards equal opportunities in all aspects of school life and will ensure that teaching, learning and resources support this commitment in order to meet the needs of all children.


HOME PARTNERSHIPS

The school considers support of parents essential and will endeavour to ensure that parents are informed of developments in our programme.

In most cases at St Peter’s school we would fully expect to involve parents at the earliest opportunity with regard to the unauthorised use of drugs and this will be made clear to pupils. However, there may be occasions where a request for confidentiality should be honoured unless this is not possible in relation to 

· Child protection

· Co-operating with a police investigation

· Referring to an external agency


HEALTH AND SAFETY PROCEDURES TO REDUCE THE RISK OF A SUBSTANCE RELATED INCIDENT
HEALTH AND SAFETY 
At all times there is positive and active supervision of pupils in all school activities; this also includes pre-school and after-school activities, lunchtimes and school trips. St. Peter's prides itself on providing excellent pastoral care to both staff and pupils.

Procedures for the storage of potentially hazardous materials (chemicals etc.) are in place to reduce risk to adults and children.

First aid: Staff are trained with current and up to date materials and are able to support the school with Health and Safety procedures. First Aid boxes are held in publicly accessible places in school: The main entrance and the infant area.

ROLE OF SUBJECT LEADER
The Drugs Education co-ordinator is responsible for resourcing and maintaining the programme. Content and delivery is in line with the nationally and locally agreed standards: The Right Choice, The Right Approach, The Healthy Schools quality standard and DCfS recommendations.


HEADTEACHER AND THE GOVERNING BODY

The Head teacher takes overall responsibility for the policy and its implementation, for liaison with the Governing Body, LEA, parents and agencies.

Regular reports are made to the governors on the progress of pupils in Drugs Education and to the PSHCE governor.
This policy will be reviewed every two years or in the light of changes to legal requirements.

CONCLUSION
The Drugs policy addresses the issues relating to equal opportunities, children with special educational needs, the health and safety of pupils and staff and teaching and learning by incorporating the principles, values, aims and objectives in the following school policies:

· Equal Opportunities

· Special Needs

· Health and Safety

· Teaching and Learning

· PSHCE and HRE
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