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English as an Additional Language Policy 
 
 
‘Love Challenge Inspire’ 
‘Let your light shine’ Matthew 5:16 
At St Peter’s we believe that all our children can shine as we strive for every member of our family to succeed and flourish through our values centred curriculum; to enable our children to grow in confidence with God’s love, to        challenge each other and ourselves and be inspired to love God and learning as disciples of Jesus Christ.
 
 
[image: ]Purpose 
 
Language cannot be separated from identity; it is important that the first language of every child is acknowledged and valued in school. Where multilinguism is celebrated, this has a positive impact on relationships with children and families which in turn helps to maximise the progress and achievement of the children, as well as improving the sense of community. 
 
Language-rich teaching benefits all pupils. Being able to speak clearly, express ideas, understand and interact with others are key building blocks for every child’s development. Speech and language skills provide a strong foundation for learning, enabling access to the whole curriculum. It is important that we do everything we can to support our children with EAL. 
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· To promote equality of opportunity for all learners for whom English is an additional language. 
· To deliver a broad, balanced curriculum which reflects the needs of children for whom English is an additional language. 
· To ensure EAL pupils reach their full potential. 
· To develop good working relationships with EAL children and their families, ensuring that they feel a valued part of our school community. 
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Context 
 
The Government defines EAL learners as follows: 
‘A first language, where it is other than English, is recorded where a child was exposed to the language during early development and continues to be exposed to this language in the home or in the community.’ (DfE School Census Guide 2016-2017, 2016 p.63) 
At St Peter’s we have an increasing number of EAL children on roll. Our EAL children speak a variety of different languages and have different levels of language proficiency. It is their proficiency in English that is central to understanding achievement and levels of support needed. It is our aim to ensure that all children with EAL improve their proficiency in English as they move up through school. 
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 Admissions 
 
· At St Peter’s, pupils with EAL will be admitted in line with the school admission policy. 
· Contact will be made by the EAL Co-ordinator to the parents of new EAL children.
· If a child is already on the EAL register at the nursery they attend, a transition meeting will be arranged. At this meeting, and following the meeting, discussion will take place about how best to meet the child’s needs. Home visits will also be conducted as part of the induction process. 
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At St Peter’s we ensure that all children have access to a broad and balanced curriculum. In order to achieve this, the school will provide, where appropriate, additional provision to support our EAL children such as: 
 
· Baseline assessment using The Bell Foundation assessment sheets in four areas (reading, writing, speaking and listening).
· Assistance from support staff in the classroom 
· Regular, focused EAL intervention, eg. Race to English, Bell Foundation resources. 
· Teacher’s planning takes into account the needs of any children on the EAL register to ensure they can access all parts of the curriculum. 
· Provide pupils with access to resources which are age appropriate, at an appropriate language level, and are linguistically and culturally appropriate. 
· Use key visuals and other strategies to support children’s access to the curriculum. 
· Ensure that language and literacy are taught within the context of all subjects. 
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· All EAL children are assessed to measure their proficiency in English using The Bell Foundation assessment sheets. EAL interventions are implemented where necessary. 
· The Bell Foundation assessment sheets can be used to track the progress of EAL children as they move through the school. 
· If a class teacher has a concern about a child, they fill in an initial concern form, detailing the difficulties the child is facing and what has been done so far to support the child. This is discussed with the EAL coordinator and further support/intervention is planned as required. 
· Class teachers, the assessment coordinator and EAL coordinator will monitor the attainment and progress of pupils with EAL. Where there is a concern regarding progress, further support/intervention will be put in place. 
· Contact will be made for additional EAL support with Lancashire County Council if it is deemed appropriate. 
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Resources 
 
Money will be allocated in the school budget to pay for necessary training for staff and for purchasing EAL resources which will be beneficial to children in school. 
Bilingual books and resource library are being amassed with a particular focus on the languages of the EAL children within school i.e. English/Polish books.
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At St Peter’s we always encourage parents to be involved in meetings and        discussions about their child’s EAL provision. 
 
· Parents are invited to Parents’ Evenings where they will have the opportunity to discuss their child’s progress and EAL provision. 
· The needs and transition of new pupils with EAL are discussed and catered for as the need arises. 
· Parents are encouraged to assist their child with homework and any other home learning activities. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Links are established between the EAL Co-ordinator and the parents of EAL children. 
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All teaching at St Peter’s is fully inclusive. We provide for all children so that they are able to engage as well as they can in their learning, according to their individual abilities. No child is excluded by reason of special educational needs or because they have English as an additional language. Work is differentiated as appropriate to meet the needs of individual children. Children are supported by teachers, teaching assistants and their peers during lessons. 
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The EAL co-ordinator will attend Local Authority cluster meetings and INSET to support their work in school and to keep up to date with the requirements of EAL support. The EAL coordinator will also refer to specialist EAL websites for the latest information and initiatives. Relevant updates and training will be passed onto staff during staff meetings or INSET days, in order to develop their knowledge of EAL pedagogy and their skills for teaching EAL learners. The EAL coordinator is available to provide practical support and advice for all staff teaching children with EAL. 
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 Reporting to Governors 
 
The EAL coordinator will meet with the designated governor for EAL and will submit an annual report to the Governing Body. An action plan will be written and shared with teaching staff and governors. 
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