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What is Phonics?
Phonics is a way of teaching children to read quickly and skilfully.  They are taught how to:
· Recognise the sounds that each individual letter makes
· Identify the sounds that different combinations of letter make such as ‘sh’ or ‘oo’; and 
· Blend these sounds together from left to right to make a word.
Children can then use this knowledge to ‘de-code’ new words that they hear or see. This is the first important step in learning to read. At St Peter’s we follow Phonics Bug.  It is tried and tested in the classroom and designed to achieve excellent success rates for young learners.  It offers: 
·  a systematic, fast-paced, fully specified daily lessons through lively and motivating interactive whiteboard software featuring CBeebies video 
·  Progressively covers the major phoneme to grapheme correspondences and less common ones 
· Builds assessment in as an integral part of the programme, with support for helping children catch up if they fall behind 
·  Draws on a variety of multi-sensory approaches, including magnetic letters for blending and segmenting 
· Has blending and segmenting at its core and practises them daily as reversible processes 
· Teaches irregular words in every unit through a phonic approach 
·  Includes captions and sentences for reading in every unit to put phonics learning into practice and develop comprehension 
· Provides 134 high-quality decodable readers offering opportunities for practice 
· Offers printed books and eBooks so that children can continue their learning at home 

Why phonics? 
Your child began to learn phonics (sounds) in early years.  Research shows that when phonics is taught in a structured way – starting with the easiest sounds and progressing through to the most complex – it is the most effective way of teaching young children to read. It is particularly helpful for children aged 5 to 7. Almost all children who receive good teaching of phonics will learn the skills they need to tackle new words. They can then go on to read any kind of text fluently and confidently, and to read for enjoyment. Children who have been taught phonics also tend to read more accurately than those taught using other methods, such as ‘look and say’. This includes children who find learning to read difficult, for example those who have dyslexia. 

Blending Sounds
Oral blending involves hearing phonemes and being able to merge them together to make a word. It is important that children have plenty of experience of listening to adults modelling oral blending. For example, when giving children instructions or asking questions the adult can segment the last word into separate phonemes and then immediately blend the sounds together to say the word (e.g. It’s time to get your c-oa-t, coat! 
Children will then progress to looking at a written word and merging phonemes together to make the word.  This is the basis of reading.

Segmenting Sounds
This is used when spelling words.  It is the act of hearing a whole word and then splitting it up into the phonemes that make it.  Before writing the words the children need to say the word and segment it.

Phase 1 - Within Phase 1 children focus on developing their speaking and listening skills.  They focus on listening to the sounds around them and also begin building on their segmenting and blending skills.
Phase 2 - In Phase 2 letters and their sounds are introduced one at a time. A set of letters is taught each week, in the following sequence:
 s,a,t,p		i,n,m,d		g,o,c,k		ck,e,u,r		h,b,f,ff,l,ll,ss
Phase 3 - By the time they reach Phase 3, children will already be able to blend and segment words containing the 19 letters taught in Phase 2. Within Phase 3 twenty-five new graphemes are introduced (one at a time).
j, v, w, x		y, z, zz, qu
Consonant digraphs: ch, sh, th, ng
Vowel digraphs: ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er
Phase 4 - In Phase 4, no new graphemes are introduced. The main aim of this phase is to consolidate the children's knowledge and to help them learn to read and spell words which have combinations of adjacent consonants at the beginning, within and end of words e.g. trap, string and scrunch.

Phase 5 - In Phase Five, children will learn more graphemes and phonemes. For example, they already know ai as in rain, but now they will be introduced to ay as in day and a-e as in make.
Alternative pronunciations for graphemes will also be introduced, e.g. ea in tea, head and break.
Units taught in Phase 5:
zh written as s wh ph		ay a-e eigh ey ei
ea e-e ie ey y			ow o-e o oe
ew ue u-e u oul			aw au al
ir er ear				ou oy
ere eer are ear			c k ck ch
c(e) c(i) c(y) sc st(l) se		g(e) g(i) g(y) dge
le mb kn gn wr			tch ea wa o
Phase 6 - By the beginning of Phase Six, children should know most of the common grapheme– phoneme correspondences (GPCs). They should be able to read hundreds of words, doing this in three ways: 
· reading the words automatically if they are very familiar; 
· decoding them quickly and silently because their sounding and blending routine is now well established; 
· decoding them aloud.
The aim of Phase 6 is to develop fluency in reading and increase accuracy in spelling using prefixes and suffixes.




	Consonant
Phonemes
	Sample
Words

	/b/
	bat

	/k/
	cat

	/d/
	dog

	/f/
	fan

	/g/
	go

	/h/
	hen

	/j/
	jet

	/l/
	leg

	/m/
	map

	/n/
	net

	/p/
	pen

	/r/
	rat

	/s/
	sun

	/t/
	tap

	/v/
	van

	/w/
	wig

	/y/
	yes

	/z/
	zip

	/sh/
	shop

	/ch/
	chip

	/th/
	thin

	/th/
	then

	/ng/
	ring

	/zh/[footnoteRef:1] [1: ] 

	vision





	
Vowel
Phonemes
	Sample
Words

	/a/
	ant

	/e/
	egg

	/i/
	in

	/o/
	on

	/u/
	up

	/ai/
	rain

	/ee/
	feet

	/igh/
	night

	/oa/
	boat

	/oo/
	boot

	/oo/
	look

	/ow/
	cow

	/oi/
	coin

	/ar/
	farm

	/or/
	for

	/ur/
	hurt

	/air/
	fair

	/ear/
	dear

	/ure/[footnoteRef:2] [2: ] 

	sure

	/ /
	corner





