Phonics Glossary
Blend – saying the individual sounds that make up a word and then merging or blending the sounds together to say a word e.g. c-a-t, blended together reads cat.
Consonant – most letters of the alphabet (excluding the vowels a,e,i,o,u).
Vowel – letters a,e,i,o,u 
CVC words – abbreviation used for consonant-vowel-consonant words, used to describe the order of the sounds. Some examples are: cat, pen, chip (ch makes one sound).
VC words – vowel-consonant e.g. is, it 
CCVC words – consonant- consonant-vowel- consonant e.g. stop, black 
CVCC words – consonant-vowel- consonant- consonant e.g. milk, fast
Digraph – Two letters which together make one sound e.g. ai, ee, sh.
Split Digraph – two letters which work as a pair but are separated within the word e.g. a-e, e-e, i-e, o-e, u-e. Some examples are make and kite.
Grapheme – written letters or a group of letters which represent one single sound (phoneme) e.g. a, sh, air.
Phoneme – A single sound that can be made by one or more letters e.g. s, k, ph, igh.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Segment – this is the opposite of blending. Splitting a word up into individual sounds.
Trigraph – Three letters which make one sound e.g. 





